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Relationship between Images of Risk and Anxiety toward Radiation
— Comparison of Radiation from Chest X-rays and Nuclear Power Plants —
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Abstract In order to clarify the components of people’ s images of radiation risk and the determinants
for the degree of anxiety about radiation exposure, an investigation was conducted. Two kinds of radiation,
from nuclear power plants and during a chest X-ray, which are relatively familiar to people, were focused
on. As a result, only a "dread" factor was common to both radiation types of. Although the degree of
anxiety toward both types of radiation showed a positive correlation with the “dread” image, the anxiety
toward X-ray radiation showed a negative correlation with the “feeling of conquest”. Anxiety toward
radiation from nuclear power plants had a negative correlation with “control by experts”. These results
suggest that the words “radiation from nuclear power plants” evoke an image of a situation with high
radiation exposure, which is beyond the experts’ control abilities.
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